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THE PROBLEM OF SUPPLYING RADIO PARTS IN THE USSR

Continuous radiofication of kolkhoz villages has again presented the problem
The great extension of radiofication to rural districts
e supply of parts extremely acute from the

and the. needs of radio amateurs and
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K. Shubin writes: "In the shop of the rayon center of Mari ASSR -- the
Yurino workers' settlement -- there are dynemic loudspeakers, two second-class
recelvers, and & radio-phonograph on the shelves, but no transformers, tubes,
nor fixed and variable condensers.” '

A striking example of indifference to the interests of radio amateurs is
furnished by the Municipal Trade Department and shops in Biysk, where tubes are
sold only in sets, and all the condensexrs have the same capacitance. For &
long time, the trade orgenizations of Omsk Oblast hdve been recelving shipments
of receivers without antennas. This makes their sale and installation very dif-

ficult.

In 1949, brigades of active members of the Central and Moscow Municipal
Radio Clubs made & check on radio goods in the trade network of Moscow. In some
shops which offered a selection of parts, there were, for example, no electrolytic
, condensers, without which it is impossible to build a tube receiver. In other
shops there were often no tubes for sale; in many, there were no gsuitable auto-
transformers and power transformers for radios, wire-wound resistors and rheostats,
pand selectors, or tools for installing antennas.

A similer "raid" on Riga shops by active radic amateur members of the DOSARM
Republic Radio Club of the TLetvian SSR showed that there were often no sales sec-
tions for radio parts in the affillates of the "Svyaz'elektrosbyt" shops.

The Board of the Ministry of Pransportation and the Central Committee of the
Railroad Transportation Workers' Trade Union, in a resolution on the radiofica~
tion of railroad stations and locomotive cabs, entrusted the Main Administratlon
of the Workers' Committee of the Minlstry of Transportation with the task of de-
veloping sales for radio parts, tubes, and batteries. The task has not been ac-
complished. Just as before, there are no radio parts to be found in the railroad
stores or in the railroad-car shops of the Belorussian, Perm, Odessa OT Stalin

‘railroads.

Trade orgenizations still have no plans for delivering radio apparatus and
spare parts in sufficient quantities for the radiofication program of the rayons

and oblasts.

Recently, the "Soyuzposyltorg" took over the job of supplying perts to local
radio amateurs and listeners. But the assortment of radio parts in their price
1ists is still very limited and cannot satisfy the demand of radio amateurs.
Incidentally, one obstacle to delivery of radio goods is the parcel post welight
restriction established by the Ministry of Communications.

At present, the radio industry has in storage great stocks of many types
of radio parts and tubes, some of which may soon be put on the market. However,
it does not follow that the consumer cooperatives and the State Trade Commission
have no complaints against radio plants. In 1949, the industry somewhat ex-
panded production of scarce radio parts, bub the assortment wes still incomplete.
The greatest obstacle to the development of radiofication and radio amateurism
is the shortage of all types of tubes, in particular, tubes for battery-operated

! receivers.

The present spare parts situation 1s intolerable. A radical change must
take place in this business both in cities and villages. The problem must be
solved by the Board of the Ministry of Trade USSR and the Central Union of Con-

sumers' Assoclations.
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